2010 Export Assessment Questions and Answers for NESDIS POAs (subset)
1) What is the primary role of the POA?  Have you read the roles and responsibilities document?
Handle all technology export-related regulation and policy issues that arise in your office/facility.  See POA roles and responsibilities list for full list of responsibilities.
2) What is an “export” of controlled technology and what are some examples of controlled things that can be exported?

Transfer of anything controlled to a foreign person by any means, anywhere, anytime…or the provision of a service related to anything that is controlled (defense service).  For example, hardware, technical data, engineering drawings, training materials or classes, engineering services.
3) What needs to be done before you export controlled technology?

Obtain a license or technical assistance agreement from DOS or DOC depending on the technology to be exported.
4) What is controlled by ITAR, and what is controlled by EAR?
Items or services identified on the US Munitions List (USML) and the Commerce Control List (CCL), respectively.
5) Ultimately what is the overarching objective of export controls?

Advance U.S. foreign policy and keep high tech out of hands of our foreign adversaries.

6) What federal organizations have regulatory authority over ITAR and EAR?

Department of State’s Directorate of Defense Trade Control (DDTC) for ITAR.  Department of Commerce’s Bureau of Industry and Security (BIS) for EAR.
7) Does NOAA have an export control policy?
Yes.
8) If NOAA did not have an export control policy, would POAs still need to worry about export control compliance?
Yes

9) Someone in your office comes to you saying they want to start a cooperative program with the Taiwanese to develop a new weather satellite system.  It involves sharing of hardware and software development and other engineering activities.  What do you do?
Find out if controlled technology or services will be shared (most likely).  If so, get a TAA since weather satellites are ITAR controlled.
10) What’s the difference between a license to export and a Technical Assistance Agreement?  When do you get one vs. the other?
License is used for exporting tangible products or technical data.  TAA is used for exporting services over longer time periods that may involve two-way technical communications with the foreign party.
11) According to the NOAA policy, how far in advance of a foreign national guest’s arrival at a NESDIS facility should the federal sponsor submit the required pre-approval paperwork to the CTC?

30 days.

12)  Where do you go to determine if some piece of technology is controlled or not?

The federal regulations, specifically the USML or CCL.  They are accessible on-line.

13) A NESDIS contractor asks you for some technical information about one of the GOES-R payloads that you have access to.  She is a UK national and is here working at NESDIS lawfully.  What do you do?

Ask why she needs to know it.  Determine if the information is controlled or not (speak to the GOES-R POA).  If it is controlled, do not give it to her.  Report the request to the GOES-R POA and the NESDIS CTC for guidance on what to do next.
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